Thursday, February 20, 2003
Exodus 18:1 – 27

Moses had not seen his family for many months, but it seems that Jethro had kept up with the happenings in Egypt. Either he had sent his own men to investigate, or the news of God’s actions for His people had spread out to Midian. News of the Hebrews’ location reached him and Jethro packed up his daughter and grandchildren and headed out. Arriving at camp, Jethro found Moses overloaded by responsibilities, a condition many of us still find ourselves in today.


Moses’ primary responsibility was to be the spiritual leader of the people, but he had also taken on the job of judging in all secular matters as well, such as, “Who does this lamb really belong to?”; “My mother needs a donkey to ride on during the daily journey”, or “Why does my family have to eat dust at the rear of the group every day?”  How could Moses have been accomplishing his primary task with so many other questions taking up his time?

Jethro stepped in, assessed the situation and said, “Delegate!” We can admire Moses’ attitude in this matter.  It would have been easy for him to snap back at Jethro, accusing him of not understanding the situation, but Moses was wise enough to recognize a good idea when he heard it.  He realized that Jethro, the outsider, could see things that Moses was missing. By listening to his father-in-law Moses was able to get back to his first duty and first love, sharing God’s instructions with the people and serving as leader of the whole nation. 

Sometimes an objective observer can best advise us in our own busy lives too. Sometimes we get mired down, trying to do too many things for too many people, forgetting that we aren’t the only ones in the business, family, church, or city that can get things done “right”.  Perhaps our impatience has a lot to do with our workload.  How many times have you heard the phrase, “I can do it quicker myself”, or “If I want it done right, I have to do it myself.”  Maybe God will send a Jethro into my life or your life to remind us that there are limits to what we need to be doing—even in 2003.
